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ARPAN with support from Jumio India has organized inception meeting of the project 
‘Saksham’ - an initiative to achieve the goal of ‘malnutrition-free panchayat’. The event was 
held on 23rd on January, 2021 at Dhani Boraj in the Phulera block of Jaipur, Rajasthan. 

The project was initiated against the background that despite substantial improvement in 
health and well-being since the country's independence, malnutrition remains a silent 
emergency in central part of desert state of Rajasthan, where more than 68 percent of all 
children under the age of five are malnourished. It is also estimated that malnutrition is a 
contributing factor in about more than one-third of all deaths of children under the age of 
five. Beside, malnutrition is known to increase the risk of poor pregnancy outcomes, 
including obstructed labor, premature or low-birth-weight babies. Severe anemia during 
pregnancy is associated with increased maternal mortality. Besides, malnutrition among 
mothers has an intergenerational effect, with repeating cycles of malnutrition and poverty 
in the long run. 

To combat with this alarming malnutrition situation, ARPAN with support from Jumio India 
Private Limited initiated this project to support institutional strengthening and 
convergence to address malnutrition in the two Gram Panchayat of Phulera block in Jaipur 
to achieve the goal of Malnutrition free India with reference to National Nutrition Policy -
2017 Govt. of India. This project will implement in convergence with district level ICDS, and 
health department. 

 
 
 

Speaking on the occasion, Ms Vandana Vyas the keynote speaker for the meeting and, 
Member, Rajasthan State Commission for Protection of Child Rights, GoR, said that the 
Indian Government’s main scheme on nutrition is the ICDS (Integrated Child Development 
Services) and Rajasthan as a State has intervened through many additional schemes and 
initiatives to improve malnutrition amongst women and children. She further said that this 
initiative will help people understand the benefits of eating a nutritious meal, the 
Government schemes to tackle under- nutrition, followed by a commitment to fight the 
problem together 

Proceedings 
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Dr Subh Karan Singh, President, Arpan in his opening remarks informed about various 
social initiatives implemented by the organization. He mentioned that during earlier talks 
with Jumio, Arpan was planning to do some agriculture based interventions but after 
reviewing the local situation where it emerged that there was a need in the hamlets of 
Boraj and Dhinda to focus on women and child related issues and to strengthen the support 
system of Anganwadis, we decided to intervene on this issue and hence the project was 
launched. He concluded by saying that he believe that the project and campaign will   
promote good nutrition behaviour and practices among the community. 

 

Mr. Chirayu Vaidya, Vice President – Operations, Jumio India Private Limited informed the 
participants about various corporate social responsibilities (CSR) programme of the 
company. He appreciated the fact that community is adhering to covid-19 safety norms as 
every women and other villagers present are wearing masks and maintaining social 
distancing. Nutrition is an invisible problem; we are leading this initiative in the gram 
panchayat as we want people to be aware that under-nutrition is a huge problem for our 
future generations. Initially the project is for one year but Jumio would at the later stages 
will make efforts to extend it for couple of years more to achieve the goal of malnutrition 
free India. 

Mr. Varun Sharma, Sustainability Advisor, ARPAN informed the community about various 
government schemes under the ambit of Gram Panchayat Development Plan (GPDP). He 
said, under GPDP, Panchayats have been mandated for the preparation of panchayat 
development plan for economic and social development utilizing the resources available to 
them. He informed the Sarpanch of Boraj GP that this scheme is for holistic development 
based on the need-base of gram panchayats where emphasis on participatory planning 
involving all stakeholders and active role of gram panchayat and gram sabha.   
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Mr Bhairoram Degda, Sarpanch of dhani Boraj welcomed this initiative by Arpan an Jumio 
in his gram panchayat and shared with them the areas that require development and 
ensure his and the fellow PRI Members cooperation to make this project successful.  

 

Launch of Poster - A project poster was also launched for this project as part of the IEC 
under the project. The informative poster will be placed in common locations such as 
school, Anganwadi centres, PRI office for wider dissemination of relevant information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The event was participated by Anganwadi workers, ASHAs, ANM workers, school teachers 
and community members. The meetings help people understand the benefits of eating a 
nutritious meal, the government schemes to tackle under- nutrition. 
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Inauguration of project Office – On this occasion, a local project office in Dhani Boraj was 
inaugurated by the Dignitaries. The office will coordinate  all the local project related 
activities in Dhani Boraj and Dhinda and monitor the progress of the project.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the end, Mr. Rajesh Jain, Treasurer, ARPAN thanked all the participants and dignitaries 
and express his gratitude on behalf of ARPAN for their valued participation 
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